This Inside Track to the Florida Derby wagering guide gives you
an inside look at all seven stakes races running on the card
March 30, 2019, at Gulfstream Park. The Racing Dudes have
been at it for years, offering daily handicapping picks and analysis for every track across the country. For this year’s Inside Track
to the Florida Derby, our lead handicappers have been scouring through the card at Gulfstream Park in
search of winning tickets on this loaded day of racing.
The Florida Derby (G1) is the main event Saturday at Gulfstream Park, serving as a 100-point prep race
for the Kentucky Derby (G1). Featuring Code of Honor, Bourbon War, and Hidden Scroll, the Florida
Derby results will have massive implications moving forward. Along with the Derby, there will be seven
stakes races – four graded – including the Gulfstream Park Oaks (G2), a major prep for the Kentucky
Oaks (G1), the Gulfstream Park Mile (G2), and the Pan American (G2).
For each of the stakes races on the card, you can find the
following:
FULL RACE PREVIEWS FOR EACH RACE,
including:
4Overview of the race
4Race Shape and Pace Analysis
4Top Selections
4Major Threats
4Longshots to Use
You will also find specific wagering under the
“Picks and Plays” section, which includes:
4Win Bet
4Place or Show Bet
4Longshot to Play Across the Board
4Exacta
4Trifecta
4Superfecta
4Horses to use in Multi-Race Wagers
4What to Play on a Small Budget
4What to Play on a Large Budget
Each Win, Place, Show, or Across the Board wager comes with a confidence rating so that you can see
how strongly we feel about each pick.
Finally, always remember to wager responsibly and never wager more than you can afford.

Good luck today!

OVERVIEW:
The Kentucky Derby prep races continue on Saturday with
the Florida Derby, which once again has come up with a stellar field of 11 horses. From the first 67 editions, a total of 44
starters eventually captured 59 Triple Crown events, including
24 Kentucky Derby champions, 19 Preakness winners, and
16 Belmont victors. That is a clear indication of the importance of this race in terms of what is to come for the rest of
the season. Flashy debut winner Hidden Scroll is the headliner, but he must bounce back from a fourth-place finish in
the Fountain of Youth Stakes (G2). That race’s winner, Code
of Honor, is also back to run in this event, as is the runnerup, Bourbon War. We will see if these horses are ready to
take a giant step towards the Kentucky Derby.
RACE SHAPE: THIS RACE LOOKS TO HAVE A FAST PACE:
Pure Speed: Hidden Scroll, Hard Belle, Maximum Security
Pressing Speed: Bodexpress, Code of Honor
Stalkers: Everfast, Union’s Destiny
Closers: Current, Harvey Wallbanger, Bourbon War, Garter
and Tie
There is no race more interesting than this when it comes to
the pace scenario, especially since the speed-burning Hidden
Scroll drew the rail. The idea is for Hidden Scroll to try sitting
behind horses in this race; however, his inward position
might be extremely difficult to keep him from going to the
front. Hard Belle will serve as cheap speed, and Maximum
Security, who also has plenty of speed is a wild card.

TOP CHOICE: #4 BOURBON WAR
After watching the gallop-out in the Fountain of Youth Stakes
(G2) it was clear that Bourbon War was just hitting his best
strides in the late portions of the race. He was well clear of
the others after the finish line, a good sign for this race that
will be 1/16 of a mile longer. He also has a pedigree that
should really excel at the longer distances. The key will be
the pace. If it’s hot up front, expect Bourbon War to be extremely tough to hold off down the lane.
MAJOR THREATS: #1 HIDDEN SCROLL, #7 MAXIMUM
SECURITY, #9 CODE OF HONOR
It was really hard to not pick Hidden Scroll because there is
still very little doubt that he has the most talent in this crop.

However, the rail draw was a disaster and does zero favors
for a horse that has had trouble rating. Still, it’s important to
note: he is a MUST-USE on ALL exotic and multi-race wagers.
Maximum Security has shown tremendous talent but is a
major wild card as he moves up in class and distance for this
one. Code of Honor is a logical choice after winning the
Fountain of Youth last time out.
LONGSHOTS TO USE: #3 HARVEY WALLBANNGER
No matter where this colt runs, he is always around at the
end to at least hit the board. Even though he won a weak
running of the Holy Bull Stakes (G2), he could still make a
small amount of noise here if the pace sets up well for him.
He is a grinder that will come with a decent run down the
lane.
OTHERS: #2 CURRENT, #5 EVERFAST, #6 HARD BELLE,
#8 BODEXPRESS, #10 UNION’S DESTINY, #11
GARTER AND TIE
Several entries seemed like easy tosses because the top
horses in this event are that good. Out of this group, Current
could turn some heads with a pedigree that should suit this
race well, even though we have yet to see it on the race track.

PICKS AND PLAYS:
Bet to Win: #4 Bourbon War – Confidence Level: 2 out
of 5
Bet to Place or Show: #9 Code of Honor – Confidence
Level: 2 out of 5
Across the Board Longshot Play: #7 Maximum Security –
Confidence Level: 1 out of 5
Exacta: 1,4,9 BOX
Trifecta: 1,4,7,9 BOX
Superfecta: 1,4,7,9 BOX
Horses to Use in Multi-Race Wagers: 1,4,7,9
Small Budget Wager: $1 exacta BOX 1,4,9 and $2
across the board on #4 Bourbon War
Large Budget Wager: $2 exacta BOX 1,4,9 and $10
across the board on #4 Bourbon War

OVERVIEW:
A race that traditionally draws a tough field is no different
this year. A solid field of nine horses will contest the event,
and several could have a big 2019 in various turf events
throughout North America. Overall, this may be the toughest
stakes race on the undercard. Anytime a field goes this
marathon distance on the turf, it’s a “Box ‘em Up & Call ‘em
Home” kind of event.
RACE SHAPE: THIS RACE WILL HAVE A SLOW PACE:
Pure Speed: Village King
Pressing Speed: Soglio
Stalkers: Melmich, Salute the Colonel
Closers: Focus Group, Canessar, Nessy, Highland Sky, Bigger Picture
They should be crawling up front, and at first, you’d think that
would benefit the front-runners, but it actually favors the
closers because they don’t have as much ground to make up
when making their big run at the end. Expect the field to be
bunched closely together when turning for home, where it
will then become a matter of who can close the fastest down
the lane. The one horse that may be able to sneak away on
the front end is Village King, who nearly did it last time before getting beaten a length in the Mac Diarmida Stakes
(G2).

TOP CHOICE: #1 FOCUS GROUP

ture is coming off of his third straight John B. Connally Turf
Cup Stakes (G3) victory at Sam Houston Race Park, showing
that he still is in good form at the age of 8.
LONGSHOTS TO USE: #3 VILLAGE KING, #8 SOGLIO
Village King can win this race with a trip that should see him
all alone on the front end. He nearly pulled it off in his last
race, losing narrowly in the Mac Diarmida Stakes (G2). If he
can kick a couple of lengths clear up the backside, then he
will squarely be the one to catch when they turn for home.
It’s the same deal for Soglio, who should have the tactical
advantage of sitting just behind the pace.
OTHERS: #5 NESSY, #6 HIGHLAND SKY, #7 SALUTE
THE COLONEL
All three of these horses will have a decent shot to make an
impact in this evenly-matched field. At times, each horse in
this group has had moments that would make him competitive here; however, they have all fallen off of form lately,
which means that we will need to see some solid improvement out of them here.

PICKS AND PLAYS:
Bet to Win: #1 Focus Group – Confidence Level: 2 out of
5

It is always hard to go against trainer Chad Brown when enters a turf race anywhere in the United States. Brown has had
tremendous success at Gulfstream Park once again this year
and has been prepping this horse for this spot to close out
the meet. This will be his seasonal debut; however, Brown
hits at 46% off of a layoff of 126-210 days. Those numbers
are hard to beat.

Bet to Place or Show: #2 Melmich – Confidence Level:
1.5 out of 5

MAJOR THREATS: #2 MELMICH, #4 CANESSAR,
#9 BIGGER PICTURE

Superfecta: 1,2,8,9 BOX

Melmich has had a solid winter/spring in South Florida,
which should have him ready for a big Woodbine meet coming up next. He should compete in this group very well.
Canessar ran fifth off of a long layoff in his last start, which
should have him better prepared for a top effort. Bigger Pic-

Across the Board Longshot Play: #8 Soglio – Confidence
Level: 1 out of 5
Exacta: 1,2,9 BOX
Trifecta: 1,2,8,9 BOX

Horses to Use in Multi-Race Wagers: 1,2,4,8,9
Small Budget Wager: $0.50 cent trifecta BOX 1,2,8,9
Large Budget Wager: $2 trifecta BOX 1,2,8,9

OVERVIEW:
This 1-mile event should get interesting in a hurry with a
strong field of 9 horses signed on to take a shot in this competitive spot. The seasonal debut of Proctor’s Ledge highlights
the race. The mare is a perfect 2-for-2 at Gulfstream Park and
possesses a bit of a class edge over her rivals. This will be
an interesting 2019 launch point for the daughter of
Ghostzapper.
RACE SHAPE: THIS RACE LOOKS LIKE IT WILL HAVE A FAST PACE:
Pure Speed: Valedictorian, Too Charming
Pressing Speed: Mrs. Ramona G., Andina Del Sur
Stalkers: Fire Key, Quebec
Closers: Vendita, Midnight Soiree, Proctor’s Ledge

could get the lead, but the main issue is how quickly the pace
will go. If she can get the lead by herself, then she will be
dangerous.
OTHERS: #1 VENDITA, #2 FIRE KEY, #3 MRS. RAMONA G., #7 MIDNIGHT SOIREE

These horses look like clear tosses in a race that features several nice horses who are in form. Someone winning from this
group would be quite surprising.

With Valedictorian in the race, it ensures a fast pace. She
has shown consistent speed in all of her recent starts. Too
Charming will also be prominent early, with Andina Del Sur
and Mrs. Ramona G. stalking/pressing. This looks like it has
the potential to set up very well for the closers, which will
make Proctor’s Ledge very dangerous.

TOP CHOICE: #9 PROCTOR’S LEDGE
It’s tough to go against Proctor’s Ledge in a spot like this after
she has tackled much tougher throughout her career. She has
been within a few lengths of horses like Sistercharlie, which
shows her class in a major way. She is also 2-for-2 at Gulfstream Park and will have a perfect pace setup for her 2019
debut effort.

PICKS AND PLAYS:
Bet to Win: #9 Proctor’s Ledge – Confidence Level: 4 out
of 5
Bet to Place or Show: #5 Valedictorian – Confidence
Level: 3 out of 5

MAJOR THREATS: #4 QUEBEC, #5 VALEDICTORIAN,
#8 ANDINA DEL SUR

Across the Board Longshot Play: #8 Andina Del Sur –
Confidence Level: 3 out of 5

Quebec has run well against the turf mares in California, so
this change of scenery makes her interesting. Valedictorian
has been solid at this meet, hitting the board in four stakes
efforts and winning the Suwanee River Stakes (G3). Andina
Del Sur seems to always be around in races like this.

Exacta: 5,8,9 BOX

LONGSHOTS TO USE: #6 TOO CHARMING

Small Budget Wager: $20 to win on #9 Proctor’s Ledge

After closing out 2018 with two straight victories, Too Charming will look to keep it going here. There is no doubt that she

Large Budget Wager: $50 to win on #9 Proctor’s Ledge

Trifecta: 5,9/4,5,8,9/4,5,8,9
Superfecta: 5,9/4,5,8,9/4,5,8,9/4,5,8,9
Horses to Use in Multi-Race Wagers: 5,9

OVERVIEW:
This is always a race to watch when thinking about the upcoming Kentucky Oaks (G1). The Derby has gotten most of
the headlines, but the 2019 Oaks trail has been a wild one
as well. At this point, somebody needs to step up and take
command of this wide-open division. The hunt for that horse
turns to Gulfstream Park with the running of this prestigious
race. A small field of 7 will line up for the shot to earn a way
into the Kentucky Oaks starting gate.
RACE SHAPE: THIS RACE LOOKS TO HAVE A SLOW PACE:
Pure Speed: Dunbar Road, Cookie Dough
Pressing Speed: Shacklette
Stalkers: Point of Honor
Closers: Safta, Bella Ciao, Champagne Anyone

LONGSHOTS TO USE: #5 CHAMPAGNE ANYONE
This was supposed to be the only horse who might have a
chance to upset Jaywalk last time out in the Davona Dale;
however, she struggled to a third-place finish. Despite the disappointing effort, she has still shown enough talent to play
her - if her price floats up to a reasonable number.
OTHERS: #1 SAFTA, #4 BELLA CIAO, #2 SHACKLETTE
It would be a big surprise if any of these three got the job
done. Trainer Dale Romans won this race last year with
Coach Rocks; however, Shacklette does not look to be as talented as that filly was at this point last season.

Speed should be at a premium in this contest, with only two
true speed horses signed on to run. A small field usually leads
to a slower pace to begin with, which could especially be
the case here. The speedy Cookie Dough nearly wired the
field last time out in the Davona Dale Stakes (G2), while Dunbar Road was a wire-to-wire winner on debut. Both horses
could have an advantage in this spot.

TOP CHOICE: #3 POINT OF HONOR
After two excellent performances, it is time to try her hand in
a Kentucky Oaks prep. She broke her maiden at Gulfstream
Park by 6 lengths while going this distance, then shipped to
Tampa Bay Downs, where she crushed her foes in the Suncoast Stakes. This is a higher level of competition, but she
horse has shown a lot of ability in her first two starts.
MAJOR THREATS: #6 DUNBAR ROAD, #7 COOKIE
DOUGH
We’ll find out if experience means much in this spot as Dunbar Road will try to win with only one race under her belt. It
was a good one, though, as she won a maiden special
weight by almost 9 lengths going 1 mile here. On the other
hand, Cookie Dough has a lot of experience, including a
head loss last time out in the Davona Dale. Both will show
speed early.

PICKS AND PLAYS:
Bet to Win: #3 Point of Honor – Confidence Level: 2.5
out of 5
Bet to Place or Show: #6 Dunbar Road – Confidence
Level: 3 out of 5
Across the Board Longshot Play: #7 Cookie Dough – Confidence Level: 1 out of 5
Exacta: 3,6,7 BOX
Trifecta: 3,5,6 7 BOX
Superfecta: 3,5,6,7 BOX
Horses to Use in Multi-Race Wagers: 3,6,7
Small Budget Wager: $2 exacta BOX 3,6,7
Large Budget Wager: $5 exacta BOX 3,6,7

OVERVIEW:

LONGSHOTS TO USE: #2 VOW TO RECOVER

The two headlining events on this card feature races for 3year-olds on the dirt, but this one has 3-year-old fillies running
on the turf. Like normal, trainer Chad Brown will have a
strong presence in the race; however, this field does look to
have a lot of balance amongst the entrants. It’s a smaller
field, with just eight entries, but it has a chance to be very
exciting.

You can’t forget about this one, who has been in the mix in
similar races for most of her career. There is also no doubt
that this 1-mile distance is where she excels. That makes her
dangerous, especially at a decent price.
OTHERS: #1 LA AUSTRALIANA, #7 SCAT MOMMY, #8
SERANITSA

RACE SHAPE: THIS RACE LOOKS TO HAVE A LONE SPEED HORSE
Pure Speed: Trenchtown Cat
Pressing Speed: Belle Laura
Stalkers: Vow to Recover, A Bit Special, Positive Skew,
Seranitsa
Closers: La Australiana, Scat Mommy
On paper, it definitely looks like the Trenchtown Cat will be
all alone on the front end. If so, she will be very tough to run
down, especially considering her powerful win last time out
on the turf while sprinting. The only question mark for her will
be the stretch out in distance today to 1 mile. If she falters,
then Belle Laura should be in good position to get first jump
on the others.

TOP CHOICE: #4 BELLE LAURA
Even though Brown usually dominates this division, let’s try
to take a small shot against him for the win with Belle Laura.
This filly showed a lot of class as a 2-year-old, then made a
nice 3-year-old debut last time out, finishing third in the Herecomesthebride Stakes (G3). She was 1 1/4 lengths behind
Cambier Parc, who would be a strong favorite in this race.
Look for her to run big in her second start off of the layoff.

These three seem to be a bit outclassed and will really have
to step up their games in order to make an impact here.

PICKS AND PLAYS:
Bet to Win: ##4 Belle Laura – Confidence Level: 2.5 out
of 5
Bet to Place or Show: #6 Positive Skew – Confidence
Level: 2.5 out of 5
Across the Board Longshot Play: #5 Trenchtown Cat –
Confidence Level: 1 out of 5
Exacta: 3,4,6 BOX

MAJOR THREATS: #3 A BIT SPECIAL, #5 TRENCHTOWN CAT, #6 POSITIVE SKEW
A Bit Special is a must-play after winning three straight and
has never finished worse than second in five lifetime starts.
Trenchtown Cat is the pace play here, coming out of sprint
races. She’ll be on the lead; it will just be a matter of how
long she can hold onto it. Positive Skew has Brown on her
side, which means a ton, and she is coming off of an impressive win last out.

Trifecta: 3,4,5,6 BOX
Superfecta: 3,4,5,6 BOX
Horses to Use in Multi-Race Wagers: 3,4,5,6
Small Budget Wager: $.50 cent trifecta BOX 3,4,5,6
Large Budget Wager: $2 trifecta BOX 3,4,5,6

OVERVIEW:
A United States turf race without trainer Chad Brown is pretty
hard to find, yet that is exactly what we have here. This is a
field of just 7, but don’t let that fool you; this is one of the
hardest on the card to predict. Nearly every horse will have
a solid shot when the field turns for home.
RACE SHAPE: THIS RACE LOOKS LIKE IT WILL HAVE A VERY SLOW PACE
Pure Speed: Marquee Prince
Pressing Speed: Art G Is Back, Insider Trading
Stalkers: Forever Mo, Stirling Drive
Closers: Seismic Wave, Candy Crushem
Get ready for them to crawl up front in this contest. Nobody
in this field wants the lead, so the opening 1/4-mile could
be extremely slow for a 1-mile event. With this kind of setup,
jockey Javier Castellano will likely send Marquee Prince to
the front, considering he is the only one who has shown the
ability to do so. If he does, then he might be ultra-tough to
catch.

LONGSHOTS TO USE: #2 FOREVER MO, #5 STIRLING
DRIVE
Forever Mo figures to be a factor in this spot after winning 2
of his last 3 races. From a speed figure standpoint, he is just
a fraction below the top choices. He can win this race with
a small step forward. Stirling Drive has decent back class
and was recently gelded, which could lead to improvement
OTHERS: #6 INSIDER TRADING, #7 CANDY CRUSHEM
Insider Trading is the logical throw out in this field; however,
Candy Crushem is in with a shot. He broke his maiden last
time out by a nose while going this distance in an improved
effort. That race may have been a fluke, though, so we’ll see
if he can repeat it.

TOP CHOICE: #3 MARQUEE PRINCE
From a pace standpoint, this horse makes all the sense in the
world. Nobody looks to have real speed in this spot, which
makes Marquee Prince look awfully dangerous on the front
end. Trainer Brad Cox doesn’t ship to Gulfstream Park all that
often, but when he does, he has proven to be very difficult to
beat. He rides a two-race winning streak heading into this
event.
MAJOR THREATS: #1 SEISMIC WAVE, #4 ART G IS
BACK
There is no doubt that Seismic Wave is on the improve, with
his best race coming last time out when breaking his maiden
by a 1/2-length. However, he has never run at this 1-mile
distance, having run three times going longer to start his career. Art G Is Back comes out of the tough Palm Beach Stakes
(G3) last time out, where he finished a decent fourth to the
talented A Thread of Blue. He should find this spot to be a
bit easier.

PICKS AND PLAYS:
Bet to Win: #3 Marquee Prince – Confidence Level: 3
out of 5
#4 Art G Is Back – Confidence Level: 3 out of 5
Across the Board Longshot Play: #2 Forever Mo – Confidence Level: 2 out of 5
Exacta: 1,3,4 BOX
Trifecta: 3,4/1,2,3,4/1,2,3,4
Superfecta: 3,4/1,2,3,4/1,2,3,4/1,2,3,4
Horses to Use in Multi-Race Wagers: 1,3,4
Small Budget Wager: $1 exacta BOX 1,3,4 and $10 to
win on #3 Marquee Prince
Large Budget Wager: $2 exacta BOX 1,3,4 and $20 to
win on #3 Marquee Prince

OVERVIEW:
Kicking off the stakes action on this amazing 14-race card,
this event has only drawn a small field of 6. That’s due mostly
to the presence of Prince Lucky, who will be the most likely
winner on the entire card. He cruised to victory in his 2019
debut and signaled that he is a horse to watch this season.
This will be an exciting race to see if he builds off of that fantastic effort.

OTHERS: #2 MILLIONAIRE RUNNER, #3 BE GONE
DADDY, #5 ALL GOLDEN
This group will have to show great improvement in order to
compete for top honors in this event. None look good
enough to compete with the top two choices.

RACE SHAPE: THIS RACE LOOKS TO HAVE ONE LONE-SPEED HORSE
Pure Speed: Prince Lucky
Pressing Speed: ale of Silence, Guy Caballero
Stalkers: All Golden
Closers: Millionaire Runner, Be Gone Daddy
It is hard to imagine Prince Lucky not getting the lead in this
spot. He does not need the lead to succeed; he just looks like
the fastest out of the gate. If somebody else decides to set
crazy factions, then he can also rate with ease, which is
going to make him extremely difficult to beat in this spot. It’s
always tough when the heavy favorite also looks to have a
pace advantage.

TOP CHOICE: #4 PRINCE LUCKY
Simply put, this is easily the best horse in the race. He will
be impossible to beat if he runs back to his last race, a 6length domination of the Hal’s Hope Stakes (G3).
MAJOR THREATS: #1 TALE OF SILENCE

PICKS AND PLAYS:
Bet to Win: #4 Prince Lucky – Confidence Level: 5 out of
5
Bet to Place or Show: #1 Tale of Silence – Confidence
Level: 2.5 out of 5

This might be the only horse who can give Prince Lucky a run
for his money here. Last time out, he was a well-beaten fourth
in the Hal’s Hope Stakes (G3); however, that was his first
start in nearly a year. He is returns in better form, making
him the only logical horse to compete with the top choice.

Across the Board Longshot Play: #6 Guy Caballero –
Confidence Level: 0 out of 5

LONGSHOTS TO USE: #6 GUY CABALLERO

Superfecta: 1,4/1,4/2,6/2,3,6

If you want to try to get crazy with a big price, then this is
probably the one to play. He will go off at higher odds than
he should because of Prince Lucky’s presence, which makes
him playable. Prince Lucky will really have to falter, but if he
does, then this horse is a logical candidate.

Exacta: 4/1,6 and 1/4
Trifecta: 4/1,6/1,2,6

Horses to Use in Multi-Race Wagers: 1,4
Small Budget Wager: $40 to win on #4 Prince Lucky OR
SKIP if you do not want to play low odds
Large Budget Wager: $100 to win on #4 Prince Lucky
OR SKIP if you do not want to play low odds

