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This Inside Track to the Risen Star wagering guide gives you an inside look at the six stakes races running at Fair Grounds
Race Course on February 18, 2023, including the $400,000 Risen Star Stakes (G2). The 1 1/8-mile race is worth 50-20-15-10-
5 pointstothe top 5 finishers on the 2023 Road to the Kentucky Derby (G1).

The Racing Dudes have been at it for 10+ years, offering daily handicapping picks and analysis for every track across the
country. For this year's Inside Track to the Risen Star, our lead handicappers have been scouring through the card at Fair
Grounds in search of winning tickets on this loaded day of racing.

The six stakes races total $1.3 million in purses and include both Kentucky Derby and Kentucky Oaks (G1) prep races: the
Risen Star, the $300,000 Rachel Alexandra (G2) for the Oaks, the $250,000 Mineshaft (G3), the $150,000 Fair Grounds (G3),
the $100,000 Albert M. Stall Memorial, and the $100,000 Colonel Power.

But that's not all! Along with the six major stakes races, this Inside Track to the Risen Star wagering guide also includes
race-by-race analysis, betting suggestions, and multi-race plays for Fair Ground's entire Saturday card.

For each of the six stakes at Fair Grounds, you will find the following:
FULLPREVIEW FOR THE RACE, including:

+ RaceOverview

+ RaceShape and Pace Analysis
+ Top Selections

+ MajorThreats

+ Longshotsto Use

You will also find specific wagering under the “Picks and Plays” section, which includes:

Win Bet

Place or Show Bet

Longshot to Play Across the Board
Exacta

Trifecta

Superfecta

Horses to use in Multi-Race Wagers
What to Play on a Straight Wager
What to Play on an Exotic Wager

> > > > > > > > >

Each Win, Place, Show, or Across the Board wager comes with a confidence rating so that you can see how strongly we feel
about each pick.

Finally, always remember to wager responsibly and never wager more than you can afford.

Good luck today!



Subscribe to any Racing Dudes Premium package and receive these Inside Track wagering
guides absolutely FREE! In addition to premium picks for every race, every day, for every
track running in the United States.



https://racingdudes.com/handicapping-products/

OVERVIEW:

The Stall Memorial kicks off the card’s stakes action with a
solid field of 8 runners set to do battle. Usually the turf
races at Fair Grounds provide crazy results, so don't be
afraid to take some shots in this race.

RACE SHAPE: EXPECT A SLOW PACE

Pure Speed: My Philly Twirl

Pressing Speed: Carpe Vinum

Stalkers: Clara Peters, Soft Touch, Trail Ridge Road
Closers: Lake Lucerne, Island Hideaway, Russian Mafia

It looks like My Philly Twirl could be alone on the lead in
this spot. No other horse seems to want to run with her
early; however, it should be noted that she had a similar
setup last time out and lost.

TOP CHOICE: #7 TRAIL RIDGE ROAD

This filly has been solid on the turf in her last 2 tries,
winning both including an allowance over this track last
time out. She beat several of the same horses that are
running in this race, which is a good sign. Trainer Chris
Block is having a great meet at Fair Grounds so far and
jockey Jareth Loveberry is riding with a lot of confidence.
She should come running with a big move down the lane.

MAJOR THREATS: #2 Clara Peeters,

#4 My Philly Twirl, #6 Soft Touch

Clara Peeters runs off a layoff, but she has the class to be
competitive. My Philly Twirl should be loose on the lead,
which will make her tough to run down. Soft Touch was a
close second last time out behind our top choice.

LONGSHOTS TO USE: #8 Russian Mafia

This horse was a big price last time out but ran ok,
finishing a close fourth behind our top pick. This will be
her second straight race over the turf and she should sit a
pretty decent trip in this spot.

OTHERS: #1 Carpe Vinum, #3 Lake Lucerne,

#5 Island Hideaway

It'd be surprising to see any of these make an impact in
this race. However, with turf horses, there is always a
chance for some unexpected big improvement.

Also Eligibles: #9 Flatter Me Silly, #10 Lil Kings
Princess, #11 Shotgun Hottie

BET TO WIN: #7 Trail Ridge Road - Confidence Level: 3 out of
5

BET TO PLACE: #4 My Philly Twirl - Confidence Level: 3 out of
5

ACROSS THE BOARD PLAY: #6 Soft Touch - Confidence
Level: 3 out of 5

EXACTA: 4,6,7 BOX
TRIFECTA: 2,4,6,7 BOX
SUPERFECTA: 2,4,6,7 BOX

MULTI-RACE WAGER HORSES: 2,4,6,7

STRAIGHT WAGER: $10 Win on #7 Trail Ridge Road

EXOTIC WAGER: $.50 Trifecta BOX 2,4,6,7




OVERVIEW:

The Colonel Power keeps the stakes action rolling on this
great 13-race card. A field of 8 will be sprinting on the
turf in this spot, which could produce some nicely-priced
results. This is a pretty evenly-matched race on paper.

RACE SHAPE: EXPECT A SLOW PACE

Pure Speed: Angaston

Pressing Speed: Twirling Roses, Yankee Seven
Stalkers: Ice Chocolat, Surveillance

Closers: All in Sync, Pyron, Manny Wah

It looks like Angaston will be alone on the lead here,
which is rare for a turf sprint, where the pace is usually
lively. That should not be the case in the race, which looks
to have a fairly slow pace on paper.

TOP CHOICE: #1 ICE CHOCOLAT

This horse was sharp in 2 straight efforts at Woodbine,
winning an allowance on the turf 2 starts back before
finishing second in a Grade 2 race over the synthetic
surface last time out. Trainer Mark Casse usually does well
shipping horses to Fair Grounds and this horse should
get a solid trip from this inside post. He should come with
a pretty solid run down the lane.

MAJOR THREATS: #3 All in Sync, #7 Angaston,

#8 Surveillance

All in Sync gets class relief while making his first start off
of a freshening. Angaston runs off of a layoff but looked
solid in a turf allowance win in his last start. Surveillance
moves to the turf today after 3 straight solid wins on dirt.

LONGSHOTS TO USE: #4 Pyron

At his best, this horse can win at this level, as he has done
so in the past. However, we have not seen his best lately,
so he will need to round back in form today off of a brief
layoff.

OTHERS: #2 Twirling Roses, #5 Yankee Seven,

#6 Manny Wah

This one seems pretty wide-open, so don't be afraid to
play these horses if you see fit. It feels like a spot where
anyone can win.

Also Eligibles: #9 Evan Sing, #10 My Pal Mattie, #11
Sign of War, #12 Kennesaw, #13 Straight Answer, #14
Hunter John

BET TO WIN: #1 Ice Chocolat - Confidence Level: 3 out of 5

BET TO PLACE: #8 Surveillance - Confidence Level: 3 out of 5

ACROSS THE BOARD PLAY: #3 All in Sync - Confidence Level:
2 outof 5

EXACTA: 1,3,8 BOX
TRIFECTA: 1,3,7,8 BOX
SUPERFECTA: 1,3,7,8 BOX

MULTI-RACE WAGER HORSES: 1,3,7,8

STRAIGHT WAGER: $10 Win on #1 Ice Chocolat

EXOTIC WAGER: $.50 Trifecta BOX 1,3,7,8




OVERVIEW:

The Mineshaft kicks off the dirt stakes action and the Late
Pick 4 on this 13-race card. A field of 9 is set to battle it
out in this spot, which seems to be fairly competitive on

paper.

RACE SHAPE: EXPECT A MODERATE PACE

Pure Speed: Run Classic, Big Blue Line

Pressing Speed: Hoist the Gold

Stalkers: Pioneer of Medina, Mr. Wireless

Closers: Tawny Port, Farmington Road, Happy American,
King Fury

Run Classic should get to the lead, with Big Blue Line in

second. Don't look for them to duel, though, as there is
no other serious speed in the race.

TOP CHOICE: #3 TAWNY PORT

This horse developed nicely throughout the season last
year for Brad Cox before finally showing up with a non-
effort in the Pennsylvania Derby (G1). He has been off
since that effort, which looked to be needed after a long
season. If he shows up with his best effort today, then he
will be competitive. He's been working fantastic over this
track leading up to the race, which is a sign we might be
ready to see some solid improvement from him.

MAJOR THREATS: #1 Hoist the Gold,

#6 Happy American, #8 Mr. Wireless

Hoist the Gold has been facing much better horses than
what he’ll see here and should be competitive if he
handles stretching out in distance. Happy American has
won 2 straight at this class level and over this surface. Mr.
Wireless has run second to Happy American in 2 straight
races.

LONGSHOTS TO USE: #4 Farmington Road

We'll see if he can bounce back from a total non-effort
last time out over this track. Two starts back, he showed
up with a solid win at Churchill Downs, defeating a few of
the horses that are in this race.

OTHERS: #2 Run Classic, #5 Big Blue Line,

#7 Pioneer of Medina, #9 King Fury

There are some solid horses in this category, but you
can't use them all, so these are who we threw out. This is
another race that looks wide open, though, so if one of
these win, we won't be shocked.

BET TO WIN: #3 Tawny Port - Confidence Level: 3.5 out of 5

BET TO PLACE: #6 Happy American - Confidence Level: 3 out
of 5

ACROSS THE BOARD PLAY: #1 Hoist the Gold - Confidence
Level: 3 out of 5

EXACTA: 1,3,6 BOX
TRIFECTA: 1,3,6,8 BOX
SUPERFECTA: 1,3,6,8 BOX

MULTI-RACE WAGER HORSES: 1,3,6,8

STRAIGHT WAGER: $20 Win on #3 Tawny Port

EXOTIC WAGER: $2 Exacta BOX 1,3,6
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OVERVIEW:

We'll go back to the turf for the Fair Grounds, which drew
a solid field of 8 runners. It sounds like a broken record,
but the turf stakes on this card drew very well; this race
looks as evenly matched as the others.

RACE SHAPE: EXPECT A SLOW PACE

Pure Speed: Two Emmys

Pressing Speed: Tiz the Bomb

Stalkers: Cavalry Charge, Gentle Soul Bay Street Money
Closers: English Tavern, Pixelate, Corelli

It's likely we'll see an extremely slow pace in this one. Two
Emmys should get the lead, with Tiz the Bomb in the mix
as well, but neither of these horses should blaze fast early
fractions.

TOP CHOICE: #2 TWO EMMYS

The pace of this race is going to tell the story. There is no
early speed signed on to run here expect for Two Emmys,
which means an aggressive ride should give him a big
advantage. When he wins at this level, he does it in gate
to wire fashion, and he absolutely should get that setup
today. Getting him to the front has to be the plan today,
and if it is, then he should be tough to pass.

MAJOR THREATS: #1 Tiz the Bomb, #7 Corelli,

#8 Bay Street Money

Tiz the Bomb returns from a layoff, which looked needed
after a long 2022 campaign. He should run well in this
spot. Corelli should improve in his second race off of the
layoff. Bay Street Money has won 2 of his past 3 starts.

LONGSHOTS TO USE: #6 Pixelate

This horse should improve while moving back to the turf
after a poor effort over the dirt last time out. He is much
better over the turf, and if his price floats up, then he will
be worth a play.

OTHERS: #3 Cavalry Charge, #4 Gentle Soul,

#5 English Tavern

These three look a bit overmatched, but crazier things
happen on this turf course, and a couple of these have
popped over this track at a big price.

BET TO WIN: #2 Two Emmys - Confidence Level: 3 out of 5

BET TO PLACE: #1 Tiz the Bomb - Confidence Level: 3 out of 5

ACROSS THE BOARD PLAY: #6 Pixelate - Confidence Level: 2
out of 5

EXACTA: 1,2,6 BOX
TRIFECTA: 1,2,6,8 BOX
SUPERFECTA: 1,2,6,8 BOX

MULTI-RACE WAGER HORSES: 1,2,6,8

STRAIGHT WAGER: $10 Win on #2 Two Emmys

EXOTIC WAGER: $.50 Trifecta BOX 1,2,6,8




OVERVIEW:

In some ways, this year’s running of the Rachel Alexandra
is just as big of a deal as the Risen Star. It's only a small
field of six, but the return of early Kentucky Oaks favorite
Hoosier Philly headlines the race. Will she take her first
step towards Kentucky Oaks glory?

RACE SHAPE: EXPECT A SLOW PACE

Pure Speed: Miracle

Pressing Speed: Hoosier Philly
Stalkers: Vahva, Pretty Mischievous
Closers: Knockyoursocksoff, Chop Chop

This is another race that looks like it will have a slow pace.
Miracle will likely make the lead; however, Hoosier Philly
will be her tracking her closely in second, ready to
pounce at the right time.

TOP CHOICE: #2 HOOSIER PHILLY

As of now, this is the number one-ranked horse for the
Kentucky Oaks, so we'll see how she comes back in her 3-
year-old debut. She was simply dominant in her last 2
starts at this distance and she seems to be working out
like a freak leading up to this race. All signs are that she is
ready to fire a big effort, and her main competition is a
horse she easily beat in her last start at Churchill Downs.

MAJOR THREATS: #4 Chop Chop,

#5 Pretty Mischievous

Chop Chop was close last time out over this track but
couldn’t finish the job, and this race seems to be a bigger
challenge. Pretty Mischievous was sharp in victory last
time out over this track, but she was no match for our top
choice 2 starts back.

LONGSHOTS TO USE: #1 Vahva

We'll see if she can rebound after a poor effort last time
out. She bounced out of that race with 2 solid works and
we know that she is better than what she showed us last
time out. Look for her to bounce back with a nice effort.

OTHERS: #3 Knockyoursocksoff, #6 Miracle

These are both nice horses, but they are up against a very
tough field here. We aren’t sure that they are ready for
this level quite yet.

BET TO WIN: #2 Hoosier Philly - Confidence Level: 5 out of 5

BET TO PLACE: #5 Pretty Mischievous - Confidence Level: 3
out of 5

ACROSS THE BOARD PLAY: #4 Chop Chop - Confidence
Level: 3 out of 5

EXACTA: 2/4,5
TRIFECTA: 2/1,4,5/1,4,5
SUPERFECTA: 2/1,4,5/1,4,5/1,4,5

MULTI-RACE WAGER HORSES: 2

STRAIGHT WAGER: No bet - No Value

EXOTIC WAGER: $10 Exacta 2/4,5




OVERVIEW:

The main event is here, and it looks great, with 14 runners
shooting for Risen Star Stakes (G2) glory. The Fair
Grounds circuit has been great in producing runners the
last few years, while this field suggests they could be
headed for more solid production this season.

RACE SHAPE: EXPECT A FAST PACE

Pure Speed: Harlocap, Victory Formation

Pressing Speed: Determinedly, Two Phil’s

Stalkers: Single Ruler, Shaq Diesel, Tapit’s Conquest,
Curly Jack, Silver Heist

Closers: Quiet as Midnight, Angel of Empire,

Sun Thunder, Crupi, Private Creed

Simply put, this should be a pretty fast pace. Several of
these horses do their best running on or near the lead.

TOP CHOICE: #13 VICTORY FORMATION

This undefeated colt hasn't been overly flashy, but he's
shown solid talent in each of his wins. He's sired by a
Belmont Stakes winner and looks like a horse who should
get better as the distances get longer. We should see
more improvement while stretching out in a race that
seems perfect for him. The outside post could become a
problem, so he'll need to break well to get early position.

MAJOR THREATS: #5 Harlocap,

#8 Tapit's Conquest, #9 Curly Jack, #12 Crupi

Harlocap moves to the Steve Asmussen barn after a solid
maiden win last time out at Santa Anita for Bob Baffert.
Tapit's Conquest should run better in his second start
over the surface. Curly Jack was solid as a 2-year-old and
seems well-prepared for his seasonal debut. Crupi is still
a maiden but should close with a big run down the lane.

LONGSHOTS TO USE: #14 Private Creed

It's interesting to see him entered here after running on
turf his entire career. He's also been mostly a sprinter as
well, but he did run well in a stakes while stretching out
last time at Sam Houston. Tyler Gaffalione jumping
aboard is a good sign.

OTHERS: #1 Quiet as Midnight, #2 Single Ruler,
#3 Shaq Diesel, #4 Determinedly, #6 Angel of Empire,

#7 Sun Thunder, #10 Two Phil’s, #11 Silver Heist

There seems to be a lot of filler in this race today;
however, some of these in this group still have an outside
shot. Two Phil's is the one we are most interested in
seeing after finishing a solid second last time out in the
Lecomte Stakes (G3).

BET TO WIN: #13 Victory Formation - Confidence Level: 4 out
of 5

BET TO PLACE: #12 Crupi - Confidence Level: 3 out of 5

ACROSS THE BOARD PLAY: #5 Harlocap - Confidence Level:
3outof5

EXACTA: 5,12,13 BOX
TRIFECTA: 5,8,12,13 BOX

SUPERFECTA: 5,8,12,13 BOX

MULTI-RACE WAGER HORSES: 5,8,9,12,13

STRAIGHT WAGER: $20 Win on #13 Victory Formation

EXOTIC WAGER: $.50 Trifecta BOX 5,8,12,13
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Race 1: 6-3-1-8

#6 Lightening Mo looks well-prepared for her debut. #3 Shes
a Lucky Rebel was a close third at this level last time out. #1
Starsnmotion and #8 Two Jet round out a fairly weak field.

Exacta: 1,3,6 BOX

Trifecta: 1,3,6,8 BOX

Multi-Race: 1,3,6

Suggested Bet: $2 Exacta 1,3,6 BOX

Race 5: 5-1-3-2

#5 Bishops Bay and #1 Fire Mission both debut for Cox, who's
unleashed some fast runners at this meet. #3 Ocean City and
#2 Unload both debut for Asmussen.

Exacta: 1,3,5 BOX

Trifecta: 1,2,3,5 BOX

Multi-Race: 1,2,3,5

Suggested Bet: $.50 Trifecta BOX 1,2,3,5

Race 2: 6-1-3-8

#6 Comparative has hit the board several times at this level
and distance. #1 Amisfield ran a solid fourth on debut last time
out. #3 Sweet Chablis improved in her second start. #8
Persimmon Hill should run well today.

Exacta: 1,3,6 BOX

Trifecta: 1,3,6,8 BOX

Multi-Race: 1,3,6,8

Suggested Bet: $.50 Cent Trifecta BOX 1,3,6,8

Race 7: 7-6-4-1

#7 Woodythebidspotter was a solid second to a pretty good
horse last time out. #6 Gametime Gladiator and #4 Dream
Force should both improve running long for the second time.
#1 Baseline Beater showed solid improvement last time out.

Exacta: 4,6,7 BOX

Trifecta: 1,4,6,7 BOX

Multi-Race: 1,4,6,7

Suggested Bet: $.50 Cent Trifecta BOX 1,4,6,7

Race 3: 5-4-1-10

#5 Relic Hunter goes for 2 in a row after a soldi win in his last
start. #4 Hard Four has hit the board in 2 of 3 starts. #1 Gutzy
is usually competitive at this level. #10 Blindedbythegees was
fourth at this level last time out.

Exacta: 1,4,5 BOX

Trifecta: 1,4,5,10 BOX

Multi-Race: 1,4,5,10

Suggested Bet: $.50 Cent Trifecta BOX 1,4,5,10

Race 4: 2-5-4-6

#2 Merlazza nearly won on debut and should be tough here.
#5 Corsini and #4 Ornately both debut for solid connections.
#6 Perfect Wish rounds out the field.

Exacta: 2,5/2,4,5

Trifecta: 2,5/2,4,5,6/2,4,5,6

Multi-Race: 2,5

Suggested Bet: $20 to win on #2 Merlazza

Race 8: 6-5-4-1

#6 Banishing looks to build off an impressive maiden score last
time out over this track #5 First Defender was impressive on
debut and should be okay stretching out in distance. #4 Tapit
Shoes has shown talent but also runs erratically. #1 Cagliostro
goes for 2 in a row after nice maiden win over this track.

Exacta: 5,6/4,5,6

Trifecta: 5,6/1,4,5,6/1,4,5,6

Multi-Race: 5,6

Suggested Bet: $.50 Cent Trifecta 5,6/1,4,5,6/1,4,5,6



RACE 1: $0.50 PICK 5

1,3,6 with 1,3,6,8 with 1,4,5,11 with 2 with 1,2,3,5 = $96

RACE 2: $0.50 PICK 4

1,3,6,8 with 1,4,5,11 with 2 with 1,2,3,5 = $32

RACE 4: $0.50 PICK 5

2 with 1,2,3,5 with 2,4,6,7 with 1,4,6,7 with 4,5,6 = $96

RACE 5: $0.50 PICK 4

1,2,3,5 with 2,4,6,7 with 1,4,6,7 with 6 = $32

RACE 7: $0.50 PICK 4

1,4,6,7 with 6 with 1,3,7,8,9 with 1,3,6,8 = $40

RACE 9: $0.50 PICK 5

1,3,7,8,9 with 1,3,6 with 1,2,6,8 with 2 with 5,8,12,13 = $120

RACE 10: $0.50 PICK 4

1,3,6,8 with 1,2,6,8 with 2 with 5,8,9,12,13 = $40




